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. . .On aasumption ^^^^g MACV 4 and 5 are carried out, 

. we send our warm thanks for a day of brilliantly quick reporting. 

At 9:15 Washington time tomorrow. President will review position 
and urgently asks your recommendations for this meeting. Our 
^ >re ^ In * nai Y thinking is that ^e should move promptly toward support 
and recognition, but this nfove will require careful justification in light 
of danger of misleading comparisons in Latin America. Our thought is 
to emphasize failings of Diem regime. in repression, loss of popular 
support, inability to continue effective prosecution of war, and even signs 
of desire to negotiate with the enemy. By contrast, we expect to emphasize 
prompt and evident popular support for what is in effect movement by 
entire senior staff of Vietnamese armed forces, end of repression, and 
aim toward prompt restoration of constitutional government. In this 

last we believe position of Tho very important and hope it can be emphasized 
there. 

More immediately, we expect to background press this evening 
that this is not a coup in the sense that it is merely the product of a few 
scheming officers, but that day's events plainly show that Diem has yielded 
to virtually unanimous determination of military forces of Hs country. 

In the context of a civil war, this amounts to a national decision. This last 
point is of particular importance in underlining absurdity of notion that this 
national decision could have been meeely a foreigner's trick. 
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